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1. Estonian railroads, prior to 194k, were both broed and narrow gauge. The major
broad -gauge roads were as follows: (distences are approxima.te)

8.
b.
C.
4.
e.
f.

Tellinn-Tapa-Narva; 220 km
Tapa-Tartu-Valge; 180 km
Velga-Voru-Irboska; 150 km
Tertu-Petseri; 100 kn
Tallinn-Keils-Eddpsalu-Rohukuls; 100 km
Keila-Paldiski; 30 kn

The minor, broad-gauge roads:

8.
b.
c’

Rakvere-Kunda; 15 km
Sonda-Aseri; 10 km
Kohtla-Kukruse; 8 km

2. 1In sddition to tue sbove, smaller branches of broad-gauge track are located
between Tallinn and Kopli, around the harbors at Tallinn end Werva and in the
ares around Tertu.

3. The major, narrcW-gauge roads are:

a.
be
c.
a.
e.
£.
g.
b.
i.

Tallinn-Turi -Moisakiila-Pérau; 270 km

Riiselja-Ikla; 60 km

lelle-Plrou; 70 km

M3isaktila-Valge; (located just inside Estonis on the Latvian border) 10 km
Ve.lge-Moniste; 45 km

Rapla-Virtse; 80 km

Tiri-Paide-Tamselu; 60 km

Tallinn-Vépa: 35 ka

Sonda-Mustvee; 120 km
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4. The minor, marrow gauge roads are located around Pirnu, J88pre, Toots., Viluvere,
V&ndrs, Eidepere snd Jérvakandi. In addition, there are small comnecting lines
between various factories and also in the forests for use in tinmbering.

5. The main broad-gauge interchange stations were located at Tallinn, Tape, Narve and
Valga; the parrow-gauge interchange stations at Tallinmn, Md3isakllle, Valga and
P¥rnu. Goods were unloaded by hand. The main transfer polints for the Soviet
were at Nerva and Irbosksa.

6. All of the railronds were single track during the periocd of Estuaian independence
except the Tallinn-Pddlelmla line. In 1941 the Soviets were in the process of
laying a dovble track between Tallinn and Narva, thelr work being interupted with
the invasion of the German armies. Since 194k, the Soviets have undoubtedly gone
ahead with this plan. The Tellinn-Pidskula line was also the only line which had
any electrification, sbout 12 km. The only esutomatic switches were locatec at
Tallinn, all other switching being done by hand.

7. The rail beds were mainly sand or gravel. Woodan ties impregpated with oil

(fenol) were used, usually of pine. Cuts and f£ills were made with slopes of

1°: 1.5. During Estonian independence, the roadbeds were very well maintained.
However, it should be born in mind that during that period there were no heavy
derands made of the railroads; the Boviets have undoubtedly increased traffic a
_great deal. Up to 1944 the rallroads carried about 60% freight and L4O% pessenger
traffic. There were no ‘plans for the construction of eny new rcads. Rether,
there wes & switching to motor transport to take care of both old and new arees.

8. The largest freight stations were located in Tallinn, Kopli, Tertu, Valgs, Narva,
Petseri and Moisakilla. These were edequate for the peace time needs of Estonia.
Reilroad repair shops were loceted at Tallinn, Valgas and Misakiila. They were
modern and adequate for the handling of all Estonian locomotives and cars. The
Tallinn shop could repair 10 locomotives a day; the Méisakille shop, six.

9. There are pumerous railrosd bridges in Estonia. Generally, the broad-geuge
railroad bridges were coustructed of steel; the narrow-gauge, of wood. Many of
these bridges were destroyed in 1940-1941 and also in 194k. When destroyed, they
vere replaced completely with wood. The more important rail bridges are as

follows: ' (measurements are approximate)

a.. Tallinn-Tepe-Narva line; (broad gsuge)
'« Narva Bridge; steél conmstruction; 200 meters
, Turtse Bridge, at PHissi Station; wood; 60 meters
ValgeJOgl Bridge, at Tapa; wood; 75 meters
Kehra Bridge, at Kehra over the Jagala River; steel; 100 meters
Isgedi Bridge, at Lagedi over the Pirite River; steel; TO meters

b. (Tallinn) Tape-Jogeva-Tartu line: (broad gauge)
.Jlnese Bridge, over the Emejogi River, five km north of Tartu; steel;
‘ 150 meters, three spans.
Karkna Bridge, over the AmmeJjogi River; steel; 50 meters
Jogeve Bridge, at Soodl, three km south of Jogeva; steel; 50 meters, three spans

c. Valgs-Tartu line: (broad gauge)

Elva Bridge, ‘nedr Elve and over the Elya River; wood; 60 meters

Tolliste Bridge, over the Minor-Emajogi River north of Valga; wood; 100 meters
d. Valga-Fetseri line: (broad gauge)

Tuderna Bridge, near lepassaare; wood; 30 meters

Piusa Bridge, over the Piusajogi River near Petseri; wood; 50 metavs

e. Petseri-Tartu line: (brosd gauge)
Reola Bridge, near Reola Station; wood; 50 meters
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f. Tellimn-Hidpsalu line: (broad gauge)
- Keila Bridge, at Keils; wood; 60 meters : 50X1
Vasalemma Bridge, south of Vasalemma Station; wood; 40 meters

8. Moisekilla-Tallinn line:(narrow gauge) o
Saku Bridge, over the Saku River, one km south from Seku; of woud niles;
N 70 meters, spans are gix meters apart.
Kiisa Bridge, over the Keila River south of town; of wood | iles; 60 meters >
. spans are six meters apert.
Turi Bridge, over the Pdrnu River; steel; 50 meters, single span
.. Navesti Bridge, over the Navesti River between V8hma and Olustvere stations,
L ~three km from V8hme; steel with stone founda-ion; &0 meters,
: ©+ . . single span.’ coor
Eariste Bridge, over the Halliste River, three km from Abje between the Abja
R and Helliste stations; wood; 100 meters, spans six meters apart.
h. Parou-Lelle line: (narrow gauge)
" Sindi. Bridge, near Sindi Station over the Parnu River; concrete-steel;
. 15C meters B B

i. Virii:su-ﬂapla line: ({narrow gauge) '
Rumbe Bridge, over the Kmsari River; 40 meters; wood

Je Vélga-l%‘niste line: (narrow gauge) :
: w4081 Bridge, near Mniste Station; wood; 100 meters

The Tallinn-Narve iine generally carriéc oil shale, oil, pulp, cement end Harve
textiles; the Tapa-sertu lipe, butter, bacon, fresh foods, lime end woed products ;

the Petseri-Tartw lime, flax,.wood products, agricultural products; the Tallinn-

Pdrou line,:. ., textiles; bricks and wood products..
end
755.211 25M
755.22 25M
755-22‘ : 25M
755. 81 c 25M

755,734 25M
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